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Karen S. Lebeter's Activity: 

Reviewed Ball 85040 1-quart freezer preserving container,4-cup. ...

 Homemade Ice Cream

October 13, 2014

Useful for making ice cream in your freezer if you don't have an ice cream maker or don't want to bother with all the cranking.

...Read more

Reviewed The Year-Round Vegetable Gardener: How to Grow Your Own Food 365

Days a Year, No Matter Where You Live ... by Niki Jabbour

 Growing your own food year round

June 01, 2014

She lives in Canada's Nova Scotia which has very long, harsh winters. She still manages to feed her family year round with

organic produce using cold frames and beds with hoops over them. I figured if she could do it, maybe I could too. Lots of great

ideas and encouragement will have you wanting to garden all winter. Very informative and interesting.

...Read more

Reviewed Died in the Wool (A Torie O'Shea Mystery) ... by Rett MacPherson

 Quilts and Genealogy along with humor and a mystery

June 01, 2014

The history in this book goes back to The Great War (also known now as World War 1) and a house that has kept its secrets

hidden. Torie buys the house for a fabric and quilt museum and tries to solve the mysteries of the family that used to live there.

Of course she is still chasing after her rambunctious kids and teaching her husband the need for patience. We learn more

about the colorful residents in this small Missouri town. It is a quick read and very entertaining. Rett scores another home run

with this one. I can't wait to read the next one.

...Read more

Reviewed The Blood Ballad (Torie O'Shea Mysteries, No. 11) ... by Rett MacPherson

 Another great mystery by Rett MacPherson!

June 01, 2014
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Torie O'Shea now owns 2 museums and is still doing genealogy research for others. She is settling into her new home and

now has horses and kids. She is still aggravating the local sheriff with her propensity to get involved with murders. Things get

complicated when she has to figure out how birdwatchers are different from the usual forest hikers. She discovers a musical

ancestor and surprising clues. I worry about how many more of these mysteries will appear, since I am so fond of this series

and their wonderful characters.

...Read more

Reviewed Killing Cousins (Torie O'Shea Mysteries, No. 5) ... by Rett MacPherson

 History often surprises you

June 01, 2014

Torie O'Shea, president of the historical society, has a new baby along with her two girls and a new father-in-law! After the

sheriff buys a house that once belonged to a famous jazz singer, Torie gets to go through the house and decide what to keep

for the historical society while gathering information for the singer's biography. Of course a corpse soon appears and her

sleuthing begins while aggravating her new father-in-law to no end. This is one of Rett's more humorous Torie mysteries. I can't

wait to find out what happens next.

...Read more

Reviewed Evidence! Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian ... by Elizabeth

Shown Mills

 A most important book for family genealogists!

June 01, 2014

Without proof of some kind, a family tree is just hear-say. Don't frustrate your descendants! After doing the research and

finding out some very interesting facts about your ancestors, make sure you cite your sources so they know there is proof.

This will save everyone from having to reinvent the wheel over and over. Try to make copies of the documents also. So many

things can happen - courthouse fires, flooded basements, silverfish snacking on papers on a back shelf - save your history and

make your descendants glad you were their ancestor. This book is great for anyone serious about their genealogy.

...Read more

Reviewed Dr. Horrible's Sing-Along Blog ...

 What TV stars do when they don't have a show

June 01, 2014

What can I say? It's Neil Patrick Harris of Dougie Houser fame. A hilarious science fiction story and lots of entertaining songs

in miniseries form on the internet. Joss Whedon and his actor friends (including Nathan Fillion, sigh, now the star on Castle)

were getting bored after the TV writer's strike went into effect. So, being very imaginative they maybe had too many beers and

came up with this. If you like Joss, his friends and Neil Harris, then you will be rolling on the floor after watching this. So, save

the money you were going to spend on a gym membership and watch this instead. Make sure you dance and sing along, and

maybe pretend to be one of the characters, or if you have had too much beer, then just sit, watch and be entertained.

...Read more

Reviewed A Veiled Antiquity (Torie O'Shea Mysteries, No. 2) ... by Rett MacPherson

 Rett does it again

June 01, 2014

Rett is one of the most imaginative writers that I have come across in a long time. A little history, lots of genealogy, and an
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interesting mystery. A lady wants her family tree researched, then turns up dead. Was it an accident or murder? The

Octoberfest is coming up and that is a whole other ball of wax. The nosiest lady in town is spreading rumors about Torie's

Mom, but Torie finds an amazing historical artifact. If you liked Torie O'Shea in her first book, you will love this one.

...Read more

Reviewed Fairy Garden Handbook ... by Liza Gardner Walsh

 Fairy Garden Handbook

March 19, 2014

Lots of photos of outdoor fairy gardens and resources in the back. Lots of books listed in resources and some web sites. A

great book for starting your fairy garden.

...Read more

Reviewed Chilton's Repair and Tune Up Guide, Volkswagen 1970 to 1981 ... by Kerry

A. Freeman

 Chilton's VW bugs 1970-1981

March 19, 2014

If you buy an old VW Beetle, then you have to have this book. They are easy to maintain, and this book make it even easier for

someone without a lot of mechanical experience.

...Read more

Reviewed Fairy Gardening: Creating Your Own Magical Miniature Garden ... by Julie

Bawden-Davis

 Fairy Gardening

March 19, 2014

Book arrived quickly. Lots of resources in the back of places to buy fairy items and also an appendix that lists the plants used.

Great book.

...Read more

Reviewed Eponymous ... by Chutzpah

 Eponymous

February 04, 2013

Nothing like modern music to make your Jewish kid cool in school. Great music for long car trips with the family. I love it.

...Read more

Reviewed Managing a Genealogical Project Updated Edition ... by William Dollarhide

2 of 2 people found this review helpful

 Managing a Genealogical Project

February 04, 2013
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I had so many notebooks, so many notes scribbled on scraps, and several different types of family charts. My notebooks are

smaller and easier to read. I can find what I'm looking for. This is a great book, lots of useful info. The right charts alone are

extremely helpful.

...Read more

Reviewed The BCG Genealogical Standards Manual ... by Board for Certification of

Genealogists

 The BCG Genealogical Standards Manual

February 04, 2013

If you are serious about family history, then you need this book. Very well written, covers a lot of great information.

...Read more

Reviewed How to Keep Your Volkswagen Alive: A Manual of Step-by-Step

Procedures for the Compleat Idiot ... by John Muir

1 of 1 people found this review helpful

 Those VW bugs are hard to kill

June 01, 2014

They seem to last forever, but you still need to keep them up and they are different from your usual Ford or Chevy. This book

has the perfect title, "How to keep your Volkswagen Alive". If you are a new or inexperienced mechanic, then this is the book

for you. Lots of details and you can start sounding like you know all about your car. A little work and they can run smoother

and longer with fewer breakdowns.

...Read more

Reviewed Dead Man Running (Torie O'Shea Mysteries) ... by Rett MacPherson

 Adding politics to the mystery

June 01, 2014

This is a more energetic book than her others. Torie is in charge of the historical society, dealing with her kids, and trying to

build a new house. She is dealing with the politics of a small town, and then she is asked to do genealogies on the 2 men

running for mayor. As usual, you will learn a few things about researching a family tree and how politics can really complicate

your life. There is still the usual mystery and how to solve it and some humor but a lot more about politics and power struggles

in a small town. If you have ever had to move and/or build a house, you will find a lot to identify with here.

...Read more

Reviewed Blood Relations ... by Rett MacPherson

 New relative and new mystery!

June 01, 2014

A drought lowers the level of the river and exposes a very old steamboat with several mysteries. One morning they find a body

on the riverbank. Tori is working on connecting the dots and solving all of the mysteries including the long missing heiress and

the bag of diamonds. Tori also finds a half sibling that she never knew she had. Rett is great at weaving together history and

mystery. Another fun, entertaining mystery with some genealogy thrown in.

...Read more
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Reviewed In Sheep's Clothing ... by Rett MacPherson

 The mystery is like a puzzle

June 01, 2014

Someone finds a very old manuscript. While trying to find out what actually happened to the writer, someone turns up dead

back in her home town. Torie has to piece together clues and history to find out who did it (in the past and in the present), or

her Mom's new husband will go to jail. If you like history and solving puzzles, this is the story for you. The more Torie O'Shea

mysteries I read, the more I want to spend more time with her and her family in their charming little town.

...Read more

Reviewed A Misty Mourning (Torie O'Shea Mysteries, No. 4) ... by Rett MacPherson

 Torie and pesky ancestors

June 01, 2014

Torie is accused of murder after traveling a long ways to see an elderly relative. She can't leave town, so she has time to

unravel a very old family mystery and learn something about mining in West Virginia. You always learn something about the

past and about genealogy with Rett's books. One of her more exciting books.

...Read more

Reviewed Comedy of Heirs: A Novel ... by Rett MacPherson

 A Family Reunion with a mystery!

June 01, 2014

Torie is trying to organize a family reunion while getting her family ready for Christmas. Someone in the family knows

something she doesn't. Does she have a killer in her family tree or is someone just messing with her? Find out by reading this

book, A Comedy of Heirs. Rett does not disappoint her readers. There are so many little clues through out her books that I

often take notes and try to solve the mysteries. Enjoy!

...Read more

Reviewed If I Were An Evil Overlord ... by Martin H. Greenberg

 How to be an Evil Overlord or stop one in his tracks

June 01, 2014

This is a collection of fantastic short stories by different authors on evil overlords - each story's main character is very different.

These imaginative authors come up with different ways to become an evil overlord, their different motivations, and how their

world would look. There is subtle (and sometimes not so subtle) humor in each story. For several nights good reads, get this

one for your nightstand.

...Read more

Reviewed Family Skeletons (Torie O'Shea Mysteries, No. 1) ... by Rett MacPherson

 Great fun for genealogists

June 01, 2014
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I have loved everyone of Rett's books about Torie O'Shea. There is an interesting mystery, some history (she is the president of

the local historical residence), as well as some of the most interesting characters I have read about in a long time. If you are

just starting out in genealogy, you can pick up some ideas and hints that may help you.

...Read more

Reviewed Gardening in Miniature: Create Your Own Tiny Living World ... by Janit

Calvo

 Gardening in Miniature

March 19, 2014

Sort of like Bonsai, but more accessories to make it look real in scale. A very Western look for a Bonsai. Lots of resources

listed Lots of examples/photos and examples of changing out for the holidays (by adding accessories). A very fun book. Very

helpful for getting into fairy gardens.

...Read more

Reviewed How To Make A Zen Fairy Garden ... by Kathleen Morrison

1 of 1 people found this review helpful

 A Zen Fairy Garden

March 19, 2014

A lovely little book with information on scale and how to make the garden realistic with perspective. Detailed info on how to

make the gardens. Resource list in back.

...Read more

Reviewed Martha Stewart Crafts Bone Folder, Pink ...

 Martha Stewart Crafts Bone Folder

February 04, 2013

If you do a lot of mailings or help out with mailings for nonprofits, then you really need this. You can make sharp folds without

injuring your hands or nails so that everything fits into the envelopes easier. I highly recommend it.

...Read more

Reviewed Becoming an Accredited Genealogist: Plus 100 Tips to Ensure Your

Success, Revised Edition ... by Karen Clifford

5 of 6 people found this review helpful

 Becoming an Accredited Gnealogist

February 04, 2013

Excellent book, explains the different accreditations and how to go about getting them. If you are doing a lot of family research,

you owe it to the future to document it. If you want to publish it, accreditation is nice (necessary if you want to sell the info).

Easy to read, explains a lot.

...Read more
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Reviewed Detailer's Choice 7-624 Terry Towel, (Pack of 24) ...

 Pack of 24 (7-6240 Terry Towel

February 04, 2013

Saw these in a blog and ordered them. They are small, the size of a sheet of paper toweling. They are great for the kitchen. I

never have to worry about running out of paper towels anymore. These are a great idea.

...Read more
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