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Mom of 4's Activity: 

Reviewed elope Where's Waldo Adult Costume Kit, Red/White, Small/Medium ...

 Looks great on!

October 25, 2014

Ordered this at my high school son's request for him to wear to school on Halloween. It looks great on him! He is an adult

medium normally and it is a perfect fit for him. The shirt is somewhat thin, but that is not a problem for us. I selected "fit as

expected" because it does fit my son who wears an adult medium, but the sizing guidelines are off in my opinion. My son is in

the suggested height range at about 5'10", but the weight range is off. My son is about 160 - there is no way it would fit

someone who weighed 195 lbs!

...Read more

Reviewed Con-Tact Brand Self-Adhesive Chalkboard Liner, 18-Inch by 6-Feet ...

 We used a chalkboard marker which doesn't easily rub off with a touch

October 25, 2014

This is the cleverest product ever! We applied a rectangular piece on the side of our refrigerator and have our family weekly

schedule on it so we can see at a glance where everyone needs to be on a given night. We used a chalkboard marker which

doesn't easily rub off with a touch, but can be erased when the schedule changes.

...Read more

Reviewed Jansport Big Student Backpack (Navy) ...

 This is my favorite backpack for kids who need to carry a little ...

October 25, 2014

This is my favorite backpack for kids who need to carry a little more. Already had one for my high school student and needed

to purchase this one for my middle school student this year. The other one we have is going strong on it's 2nd year of use. This

back pack fits a lot of stuff and my boys like the multiple pockets available to keep things separated.

...Read more

Reviewed Vizari Padova Goalkeeper Jersey, Green/Navy, Adult Small ...
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 Good goalie jersey choice

October 25, 2014

Very nice jersey. Has served my son well for this season. Sizing was just right - he wears an adult small and it is just right in

the arms, still has some room and can easily be worn over another jersey. Like the bright color - the color is also an advantage

when playing in the hotter games of the season - would not want a dark colored jersey on a warm afternoon.

...Read more

Reviewed Where'd You Go, Bernadette: A Novel ...

 This was a fun read! I was looking for a light and ...

July 31, 2014

This was a fun read! I was looking for a light and fun vacation read and this filled the bill. The story was told with shifting points

of view, which I don't always like in a story, but it worked here. There was one part of the plot that I would have liked it better

without (don't want to give any spoilers), but other than that, highly recommend.

...Read more

Reviewed WuFuYuan - Tapioca Pearl (Black) - Net Wt. 8.8 Oz. ...

 Five Stars

July 09, 2014

Good boba for our bubble tea - love being able to make it at home!

...Read more

Reviewed Assorted Colors 50-pc Bubble Tea Smoothie Straw ...

 So glad I found them here since they are not available ...

July 09, 2014

Just what we needed for our bubble tea! So glad I found them here since they are not available locally.

...Read more

Reviewed Glencairn Crystal Whiskey Tasting Glass, Set of 2 ...

 Glad to find this replacement for my husband

July 09, 2014

Glad to find this replacement for my husband! The glass he bought in Scotland met an unfortunate end and these were just the

same.

...Read more

Reviewed 2 in 1 Micro Zester and Grater - Safety Cover Included - GUARANTEED to

OUTPERFORM MICROPLANE GRATER - Full Body Stainless Steel Cheese Grater

and Lemon, Lime, and Orange Zester - Restaurant Tested, Chef Approved -

Professional Grade Vegetable Grater and Citrus Zester - Perfect Slicer for Parmesan

Cheese, Nutmeg, and Chocolate - Outperforms Microplane or 100% Money Back
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Satisfaction Guarantee. By Grater Flavor® ...

1 of 1 people found this review helpful

 Larger than expected - does not work well as a zester

July 09, 2014

This is not really what I was expecting - much larger. Did not work at all for zesting citrus. I think it would work quite well for

Parmesan, etc. Still searching for a zester. The safety cover is a nice feature.

...Read more

Reviewed Insect Lore Cup of Caterpillars ...

 Magical!

July 09, 2014

Just so much fun to do with the kids! Nice price on amazon compared to the company's website. Will definitely order again!

...Read more

Reviewed My Wet Brush Classic Brush, Pink, ...

 Best brush I found for my tender-headed girls

July 09, 2014

Had to get a second so each daughter could have her own! Best brush I found for my tender-headed girls!

...Read more

Reviewed Fairy House Handbook ... by Liza Gardner Walsh

 My girls loved it

May 16, 2014

I bought this to add to a fairy garden kit. While it is not particularly helpful for fairy gardens, it gives lots of fun ideas for more

natural fairy houses. My girls have poured over it and little fairy houses from twigs, leaves and shells have popped up all over

the yard. Very sweet!

...Read more

Reviewed The Ultimate Panini Press Cookbook: More Than 200 Perfect-Every-Time

Recipes for Making Panini - and Lots of Other Things - on Your Panini Press or

Other Countertop Grill ... by Kathy Strahs

1 of 2 people found this review helpful

 A favorite

May 16, 2014

I have tried several recipes out of this book and I've really enjoyed the new ideas for using my panini press! We've also used

several on the grill and stovetop. Favorites include the Caprese Panini, Sweet and Smoky Pork Medallions, Sunbutter and

banana panini and the marinated portabellos. Lots of great ideas!

...Read more
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Reviewed Wedding Night: A Novel ... by Sophie Kinsella

2 of 3 people found this review helpful

 So disappointed - glad I didn't buy it!

May 05, 2013

I have really enjoyed every Sophie Kinsella book I've read (all of them) until this one. I was ready to spend $12.99 to get this on

my kindle but lucked out and was first on my library's ebook lending list. There were a few funny moments but basically it was

a trashy novel. I like chick-lit and loved Sophie's books for their light, funny reads but this one was all sex oriented. It started

out well, but boy did it tank quickly. The primary plot point has the main character trying to consummate her hasty marriage to

someone she barely knows while her sister (who also has her own casual hook-ups while trying to get over her messy divorce)

tries to stop her - for 3/4 of the book. Just really not my kind of book - very disappointed since I usually love this author.

...Read more

Reviewed Raising Pure Teens - 10 Strategies to Protect ( or Restore) Your

Teenager's Innocence ...

2 of 2 people found this review helpful

 Great book!

May 05, 2013

This was recommended at a talk I attended and I found it to be very helpful read. If you are looking for a hopeful message of

how to engage your teens and help them to remain pure in our inpure culture, this is a great resource. I bought kindle version

and made many highlights to inform my discussions with my kids. I would recommend for any parent with teens or tweens.

...Read more

Reviewed Still Alice ...

 Beautiful, heartbreaking book

January 14, 2013

This was one of my favorite recent reads. Alice, an intelligent, successful woman develops early onset Alzheimers. This novel

gives a poignant glimpse into Alice's experience with this horrible illness. Looking forward to more books by this author.

...Read more

Reviewed LEGO Star Wars 2011 Advent Calendar (7958) ...

4 of 4 people found this review helpful

 Fantastic - best Lego advent calendar yet!

October 04, 2011

We have used 4 or 5 Lego advent calendars over the past 8 years - this one is by far the coolest! If you have a Lego+Star Wars

fan, they will love it (and you might want to get it soon because I predict it will sell out well in advance of Advent)! I do think the

advent calendars are over-priced, even for Legos, but they are such a hit with my kids that it is worth it in my opinion. It really

makes the countdown in December exciting for them. I like the quality of Playmobil calendars just as well (although assembly

is a pain) and the price is much nicer, but my boys play and play with all their legos, including the advent calendar toys, while

the Playmobil only comes out occasionally. The extra Christmas magic the Lego Advent Calendars bring to our Advent season

makes them worth the cost to me.

...Read more
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Reviewed Signing Time Volume 4: Family, Feelings & Fun DVD ...

2 of 2 people found this review helpful

 This is the only Signing Time I would "unbuy" if I could

April 20, 2011

We have 6 or 7 Signing Time DVDs (I'd have to go check). This is by miles all of our least favorite. It just didn't draw me in and

the kids were totally uninterested and never ask for it. Everyday Signs and My Favorite things (and both Baby Signing Times

we have - 1&2) are my favorites - couldn't pick one out. My kids just LOVE the Zoo Train and even though it's not my fave, I

love seeing them sign the animals at the zoo. This one, I would skip if I could do it again.

...Read more

Reviewed Signing Time Volume 3: Everyday Signs DVD ...

 Love it!

April 20, 2011

I love the Signing Time series and the inspirational story behind it. We own 4 or 5 of the regular series (plus 2 baby signing

time) and I'm about to buy one more. That's enough for us I think, but I love that there are others for those who need/want more.

They appeal to both my younger and older children. This and My Favorite things are my two favorites of the regular series

(Baby Signing Time is awesome for the younger ones). The Silly Pizza Song is very popular here at our house!

...Read more

Reviewed A World Without Heroes (Beyonders) ... by Brandon Mull

2 of 2 people found this review helpful

 Really enjoyed it - can't wait for the next one!

April 14, 2011

My son and I read the Fablehaven series together and LOVED it. My boys also loved the Candy Shop War, which I haven't

read yet. Based on those, I pre-ordered the Beyonders for my son's birthday and brought it along for some spring break

reading. I found it slightly hard to get into it (the first couple chapters or so), but once Jason found the book, I was hooked. I

really enjoyed the book - maybe not as much as Fablehaven, but there are still 2 books to go! The downside is getting in on

the first book from the beginning means a wait to read more!

...Read more

Reviewed No Title ...

11 of 13 people found this review helpful

 Thank you Robi comb for the return of my sanity

March 17, 2011

After 5 days of dealing with lice and quite a few approaches tried I was at the end of my rope. I had treated both my sons, but

was still finding nits daily. I had spent at least 10 hours total combing through one of my sons very thick hair. I felt like an

expert at spotting nits, but still was coming up with 20 nits each day on the 3rd and 4th day. After inspecting both my girls and

my husband and him checking me we thought the rest of us were in the clear. Then I was ready to cry when I saw a louse in

my 2 year old daughters curly long hair. She handled the lice free gel treatment like a champ, and the combing, but I could not

get her to sit still enough to visually inspect her hair to see if I had all the nits. I couldn't wait the 2 days for prime shipping -

picked this up at walgreens in an effort to see if we had the buggers. My husband used it on himself, no hits (Yay!) and then

we tried it on our two sons. It had a hit right away - that first night we killed 2 nymphs on on son and 1 adult and 5 nymphs on

the other - this is with a RID treatment and combing gel (would NEVER use those toxic nasties again) and daily combing
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through their entire head - I missed these. With great relief I combed through each of my daughters and myself with no hits.

We are using it daily on everyone for at least 2 weeks to make sure we don't have a recurrence and will probably continue to

use it weekly for the rest of the school year just in case. Absolutely worth the cost to finally have hope in ending this battle. I

also recommend both Lice Freee products and Quit Nits, which are both non-toxic and seemed to work very well. We also

bagged up every stuffed toy/pillow that couldn't be washed, vacuumed all furniture and the house several times, washing sheets

and towels daily, but I truly never want to go through this again!

...Read more

Reviewed Mitten Strings for God: Reflections for Mothers in a Hurry ... by Katrina

Kenison

10 of 10 people found this review helpful

 Not totally what I expected, but worth a read

March 08, 2011

Overall, I liked this book - I'd give it between 3 and 4 stars, although I hesitate a little to recommend it to my mom friends. My

husband would positively roll his eyes reading it. The author has a lovely writing style. It really exudes the peace and reflective

qualities I believe she was searching to nurture in her family's life. I enjoyed the way she described the interactions with her

children - noticing the small precious moments that are so easy to miss if you are distracted. That is very important to me as a

mother and she captured the fleeting joys of childhood so well.

There were more than a few moments that I rolled my eyes though. I don't think she meant it this way, but it came across as

slightly pompous. Our house with 4 kids is full of much more chaos and I don't think any amount of simplifying it would make it

calm and peaceful as her household is presented - I don't know how much of that is our mix of personalities and how much is 2

more kids, but it is very love-filled. We are goers and doers - we like to travel and explore. Things like trips to the library for

story time or the science museum were almost portrayed as bad things in this book- extra clutter that destroys your peace.

Sports was portrayed the same way, yet (for them) music lessons made the cut. For my kids, those excursions are treasured

memories. The seasons on soccer teams have built their self confidence and taught lots of life lessons. I do get what she's

saying - I strongly believe that kids need time to be kids and over-scheduled over-busy kids miss out on something while they

are busy doing everything, but the same mix is not right for everyone. With 4 kids you bet we have to limit activities for our own

sanity, but when both our boys wanted to play soccer, we felt that was important to make that happen despite the craziness

that ensued in the next 6 weeks. I do think everyone needs to find balance in their families, but not everyone would enjoy the

"balance". To me, as a mom with a large family (by today's standards), family life involves a certain amount of chaos and I

embrace that chaos too, as well as the peaceful moments.

The moralizing on the use of TV and technology by kids, well I rolled my eyes a little there too. To each their own. One other

thing that I found slightly odd and not as expected - the title made me incorrectly assume there would be something of a

spiritual dimension to the book. What spirituality there was came across as somewhat new-agey. For example, the family

meal blessing they developed does not mention God at all: "Earth who gives to us this food, sun who makes it ripe and good,

dearest earth and dearest sun, we'll not forget what you have done. Blessings on our meal and each other. Amen." I don't know

if she was just trying to be non-committal on what faith they embrace, but that seems pretty pagan to me. With the title, I was

expecting something else.

...Read more

Reviewed 2011 Amy Knapp's Family Organizer - Eng Calendar ... by Amy Knapp

 My go-to calendar

January 08, 2011

This has been my favorite planner for a number of years now. Last year I had trouble finding it during after-Christmas clearance,

so this year jumped on it on Amazon when I saw a good price. It has room to write my many to-do lists and I keep track of

everything in here. I like the pull off menu and grocery list feature as well as the monthly overviews and the sections in the back

to keep track of info.

...Read more

Reviewed The Case of the Secret Weapon #55 (Hank the Cowdog) ... by John R.
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Erickson

 My boys love Hank the Cow Dog!

January 08, 2011

My son was excited to receive this and several others for Christmas. It's great to have a fun series to go to for books for my

boys. They both have enjoyed them - high level 2nd grade reader through 6th grade reader in the time they've been reading this

series.

...Read more

Reviewed The Coyote Invasion #56 (Hank the Cowdog) ... by John R. Erickson

 My boys love Hank the Cow Dog!

January 08, 2011

My son was excited to receive this and several others for Christmas. It's great to have a fun series to go to for books for my

boys. They both have enjoyed them - high level 2nd grade reader through 6th grade reader in the time they've been reading this

series.

...Read more

Reviewed Usborne Sparkly Touchy-feely Mermaids ... by Fiona Watt

 Beautiful book!

January 08, 2011

My 2 year old is very into mermaids at the moment, so I thought this would be perfect. It is lovely and she really likes it. The

reason I took one star off was because it came with one of the "board" pages separated - I was able to use glue to secure it

together, but would prefer not to have to fix my new products.

...Read more

Reviewed Razor Scooter Replacement Wheels Set with Bearings ...

 Met the need

January 08, 2011

My son's old Razor wheels were practically square - definitely time to replace. My son is thrilled with the new wheels and a

couple months later they are still working great. Replacement was a little tricky - I normally can do those things myself, but

had to enlist my husband's help. It was also somewhat annoying that you needed 2 hex wrenches of the same size - we only

have one set so had to find someone else to lend one.

...Read more

Reviewed Peg Perego P3 Ultimate All-Around Stroller- Rose ...

1 of 1 people found this review helpful

 This great stroller does it all

May 23, 2007
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Love this stroller. When I had my little girl, I was looking for something to replace the strollers my two sons had worn out or no

longer needed - at the time we had the worn out stroller, the travel system, the double jogger, the heavy duty stroller, the

umbrella stroller and one more to boot. I had heard friends give good reviews of this stroller, loved the maneuverability and it

was lightweight and compact like an umbrella stroller, but full function. I also love that the shade comes all the way down to

shade a sleeping baby. I fell in love with the darling pink version, after having had two boys this really appealed to me. Living

overseas with the military at the time, I was fortunate to be able to get it for a fraction of the price that it sells for here, but after

having used it, it would have been worth it to me for the full price over here - it really does replace several strollers with a high

quality all in one. I would say it would not serve the same function as the heavy duty all terrain stroller we had, but a good baby

backpack works better for those scenarios anyway (I recommend Kelty backpacks)

...Read more

Reviewed Princess Lillifee ... by Monika Finsterbusch

4 of 4 people found this review helpful

 Charming children's story

November 21, 2006

We recently moved from Germany, where this doll is one of the most popular girls toys. Last spring I bought this book in

German as it wasn't available at the time in English - I'm thrilled to see it is now. The illustrations are very charming and it is a

nice story - I hope they come out with the dolls here next.

...Read more

Reviewed JJ Cole Original Infant Bundle Me, Graphite ...

7 of 7 people found this review helpful

 Great, versatile product

February 03, 2006

As my child was due in late February and we live in Germany, which has what I consider (as a child of the Dakotas)a mild

climate, I was undecided whether I needed Bundle me or Bundle me lite. I decided to get both and was glad I did as my

daughter was born in late January instead in the middle of the one of the coldest spells since we've been here. I was also

thrilled to discover that the bundle me and the bundle me lite have compatible zippers, so you can zip the warmer bundle me

top on the cooler and less thick bundle me lite bottom, which is how we've been using it. She stays warm and comfy in our

cold car and on our daily trips outside to pick up her big brother at school. I haven't had any of the mentioned problems at this

point, and would consider it worth it's weight in gold to avoid the jacket/snowsuit battle, esp when they are not supposed to

wear those items in the car seat. I can see no safety problem in using it as both items are no thicker than a light jacket that

you would have to have on as a minimum on baby in this weather and then you would still have to be taking them baby and

putting her back in the car seat every time you wanted to enter and leave the car to put on the necessary warmer clothes. A

brilliant idea!

...Read more

Reviewed Designs by Isabelle ... by Laurence Yep

 but my daughter loves these books and I enjoy watching her interest in American Girl keep her

interests ...

October 25, 2014

This may not be high literature, but my daughter loves these books and I enjoy watching her interest in American Girl keep her

interests more directed in the young girl realm than the realm of tween interests.

...Read more
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Reviewed Frozen (Two-Disc Blu-ray / DVD + Digital Copy) ...

 My girls love this movie and I love watching it with them

October 25, 2014

What can I say - Frozen mania has firmly been raging in our house all year. My girls love this movie and I love watching it with

them. What I love most about it is that in the end, it's the love between sisters that saves the day - with 2 little girls, LOVE that

message! I've seen some who complain about Hans' sudden character shift but I actually also love that angle - people are not

always what they appear to be on the surface and the Love at First Sight Disney movies have always bothered me a bit.

...Read more

Reviewed HIKARI Betta Revive .08oz ...

 The only thing I don't like about it is that it does stain one of ...

October 25, 2014

We were unsure if my son's betta had a disease or not. Using the guidelines of other reviewers, we have been adding a drop to

each full water change (1 gallon tank). We also started using acquarium salt at the same time and use that with both partial

and full water changes. The only thing I don't like about it is that it does stain one of the items he has in the tank (the clear

suction cup that holds an artificial leaf to the side). Even at that low concentration, that item is now permanently blue and gets

darker with every water change. The fish is doing well.

...Read more

Reviewed Ice Princess Dress (Doll Size) ...

 So pretty! I was eyeing some lovely Elsa and Anna ...

August 28, 2014

So pretty! I was eyeing some lovely Elsa and Anna doll dresses on etsy that I would have loved to purchase, but this one is so

much nicer on the pocketbook and is really quite nice. I like it even better in person and just ordered the Anna one as well - I

know my girls will love them! They also have matching dresses for the girls that are very well made - this is our favorite dress

up brand.

...Read more

Reviewed Isabelle Mini Doll ... by American Girl

0 of 1 people found this review helpful

 Five Stars

July 09, 2014

Adorable mini version of Isabelle! My girls and their dolls love her :)

...Read more

Reviewed Everland All-In-One Skate Tool - Green ...

 ... basket ideas for my teenager - this was a great pick. He loves it and uses it all ...
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July 09, 2014

Needed Easter basket ideas for my teenager - this was a great pick. He loves it and uses it all the time - primarily on his

longboard but also his regular skateboard. No more finding my tools missing!

...Read more

Reviewed BLACK BUBBLE TEA BOBA TAPIOCA PEARL 2.2LB ...

 Five Stars

July 09, 2014

Can't find these locally - so glad amazon came through again! Worked great for our boba tea.

...Read more

Reviewed Kanu Surf Women's Breeze ii Swim Tee, Pink, X-Large ...

 Like the elbow length sleeves

July 09, 2014

Just what I was looking for! Like the elbow length sleeves. Fits comfortably over my swim top.

...Read more

Reviewed Champion Men's 6-Pack Quarter Socks, White/Grey, 10-13 (Shoe size 6-

12) ...

 These looked way too long out of the package, ...

July 09, 2014

These looked way too long out of the package, but shrunk up to the correct size with washing. Did have trouble removing the

plastic ties without damaging a sock.

...Read more

Reviewed Fila Big Boys' USA Soccer Tee, Heather Blue, 14/16 ...

 My son loves it! It is a little on ...

July 09, 2014

My son loves it! It is a little on the small side compared to his other clothes of the same size, but it works.

...Read more

Reviewed Deluxe Staunton Wood Chess And Checkers Set ...

 Nice simple chess set

July 09, 2014

Nice simple chess set. Portable and nice that the pieces store inside. My boys have also enjoyed the checkers option.

...Read more
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Reviewed Fairy Gardening: Creating Your Own Magical Miniature Garden ... by Julie

Bawden-Davis

 My favorite Fairy Gardening book!

May 16, 2014

I've purchases several books on fairy gardening and miniature gardening in preparation for a fairy garden project my daughters

and I just undertook. This was the most helpful of them all. Charming pictures and great practical advise on planning, planting,

what plants to use, etc. Highly recommend!

...Read more

Reviewed Meri Meri Flower Fairies 9-Inch Large Plates, 12-Pack ...

 Perfect for our fairy party

May 16, 2014

These are just precious - every bit as cute as they look online. My daughter loved them with her fairy themed birthday!

...Read more

Reviewed Miss Lina's Ballerinas ... by Grace Maccarone

 Beautiful illustrations, fun to read!

May 16, 2014

I bought this to read to my little ballerinas - it is a favorite for all of us! The illustrations are gorgeous and the rhyming text is fun

to read. Love it!

...Read more

Reviewed 250 Lumen Pocket Bonfire, Compact 3-mode UltraBright Cree LED

Flashlight, AAA Batteries, Red ...

 great lightweight flashlight

May 05, 2013

Bought 2 of these for my scouts. They love - compact and lightweight - great for campouts. We had a small issue with one and

the company's customer service was fantastic.

...Read more

Reviewed Ramona and Beezus ...

 Just loved it - great family movie!

March 17, 2013

Watched this with my daughters and we loved it. We have been reading the Ramona books over the past couple months so I

was a little worried it wouldn't compare well. I laughed out loud several times and it was sweet and touching. I was surprised

how well they were able to weave together incidents from the different books. The casting was spot on - really well done movie!

...Read more
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Reviewed Strider ST-2 PREbike Balance Running Bike ...

 Wish I would have had these for my other kids

August 30, 2012

We lived in Europe and saw all the kiddos riding the "running bikes" and I thought they looked like a great idea. After my 3rd

child had sooo much trouble giving up the training wheels, we gave our 3 year old 4th child this bike for Christmas. She has

been riding it throughout the spring and summer. She loves it and her balance is awesome. I think she could easily switch to a

pedal bike right now, 18 months - 2+ years younger than any of the other 3 managed it. I read many reviews of different brands

and types and settled on this or the kazam - I can't remember why we chose this one - may have been better price - but we are

very pleased in all aspects.

...Read more

Reviewed Signing Time! Volume 9: The Zoo Train DVD ...

 Enjoy this DVD - not my fave, but my kids love it!

April 20, 2011

We go to the zoo a ton, so I thought this would be a fun one to add to our Signing Time library. I don't like the songs as well as

some of the others we have, but my girls love it and seeing my 18 month old sign penguin while watching the penguins -

priceless. We often put it on in the car on the way to the zoo.

...Read more

Reviewed Signing Time Volume 6: My Favorite Things DVD ...

1 of 1 people found this review helpful

 Our favorite of the regular Signing Time DVDs

April 20, 2011

This is our favorite of the 4 regular series ST DVDs we own. Just love it! I love seeing my girls signing and signing the rainbow

song and the 5 a day song. I think this is also the one with Shine, which just chokes me up every time. The Signing Time story

is inspirational and even though I do not have hearing impaired or special needs children, I think it is a wonderful thing to

provide that exposure to ASL, in addition to the videos being just plain fun to watch!

...Read more

Reviewed Baby Signing Time Volume 2: Here I Go DVD ...

 Love this DVD and the whole series!

April 20, 2011

We've had this for several years - own vol 1 and 2 - these and the other signing time videos we own are among our most

played. The Signing Time Story is inspirational, the videos are educational and fun. I enjoyed using them with my 3rd and 4th

babies, but the older kids liked them too and they helped all of us (and grandma) learn how to sign with our little ones. My 3rd

child could sign 60+ words before she could speak - what an amazing window into her little world that I might not otherwise

have had. I also love the the videos show children of all abilities. Great series - 3 and 4 came along too late for us to use with

little ones, but if I had a older baby/toddler, I would definitely be interested.

...Read more
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Reviewed The Hunger Games (Book 1) ... by Suzanne Collins

0 of 2 people found this review helpful

 Compelling reading, but disturbing

April 13, 2011

I was not at all interested in reading this book based on the story summary. Last summer it was on the summer reading list for

my about-to-be 6th grader and during the school year he read it. He liked the book and since we have read a number of series

together and I like to read the books he's reading, I read it recently. It was very compelling reading and I read the entire series

in just over a week. I thought the books were very well written, but I am very surprised they were recommended by our school

for 11 and 12 year olds. The entire series is very violent with plenty of disturbing passages - I had a number of nightmares

resulting from the books. I would recommend the series, but with reservations.

...Read more

Reviewed Hoover T-Series WindTunnel Bagged Upright ...

35 of 43 people found this review helpful

 OK - don't expect it to last long - buying a Miele next time

March 08, 2011

I've had this vacuum about 6 weeks - I bought it from a natl department store chain so I could return it if necessary (not noticing

they charge a hefty restocking fee). I hated my Eureka and researched vacuums until my head spun and could not find the one

that truly was what I wanted and was well reviewed (I discovered one in an amazon review AFTER I purchased this and followed

up with Consumer Reports - I will be spending the $450 or so for a Miele Twist next time!). I fully expected to buy a dyson, but

with so many negative reviews and customer service complaints, I was hesitant to risk that many $$. I test drove a friends and

disliked a couple features as well. This one seemed as well reviewed and much cheaper. My first impression was "Wow - that

looks cheap" - the plastic parts just don't look durable. Here are the pros and cons after 6 weeks:

Pros -

-Suction seems good. Less good on non-carpet, but not bad.

-like the push button brush-roller turn off feature.

-I do like the way you release the hose and it instantly has suction. The hose wand attachment and crevice tool are the only

ones that store well and stay on well.

Cons

-very loud

-cheap plastic parts

-attachments - do not stay on, fall off every time you use the vacuum. I finally started keeping them in a bin in the closet.

In this case, I think you get what you pay for - it does not appear the same is true of Dysons from what I read, or I would have

one of those now. Definitely looking into the Miele next time - hope it's not toooo soon!

...Read more

Reviewed Fablehaven ... by Brandon Mull

 Loved this magical series!

January 22, 2011

I read this series of books with my 10-11 year old son. We both found the entire series captivating. Great story, great

characters, just really enjoyable. We were both very sorry to see the series end!

...Read more
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Reviewed Britax Parkway SGL Booster Seat, Cloudburst ...

40 of 50 people found this review helpful

 Very pleased with this booster!

January 22, 2011

I was looking to move my almost 5 year old into a booster. I debated whether to get this one or the previous model, which was

available for about $20 less than I paid for this one. It was difficult to locate the differences, but what sold me on this one is that

they had redesigned the secure guard clip to be one strap instead of two. Several reviewers complained about the comfort of

the 2 strap secure guard. I love that feature - I feel it makes my child safer. She loves the seat. It is comfortable and easy for

her to secure herself. The other big difference between this and the previous version of the parkway is that it has optional

LATCH attachments. They were super easy to use and it keeps the seat from moving around as the child gets in and out and

also keeps it from being a potential projectile in an accident if your child is not riding in the booster. Very very pleased with the

seat. Really, my only complaint at all is I would have loved to get the pink seat in the old style. The new color pink looked too

garish to me for use in the car so we went with gray.

...Read more

Reviewed Fairy Cooking (Childrens Cooking) ... by Rebecca Gilpin

1 of 1 people found this review helpful

 Cute book, recipes turned out well!

January 08, 2011

My daughter and I enjoyed looking at this book. It inspired a Fairy Tea Party for her and her friends which was so much fun to

prepare and have. I tried a couple of the very easy recipes and also used a couple from the Pink Princess Cookbook. All turned

out well and looked fantastic. Expect to be using it for Fairy parties for years to come!

...Read more

Reviewed DSi Nerf Armor - Green/Black ...

 Nerf Armor is the best DS protection - glad it's now in DSi

January 08, 2011

When my son got his DSi last year, there was not nerf armor available yet. The nerf armor provides so much more protection

than the silicone sleeve I was able to find last year. I only gave it 4 stars because my only complaint with the nerf armor is that

it is difficult to remove. It also breaks off chunks over time, but I feel that is probably normal with the amount of use my boys'

DSi systems receive. I do wish there was a larger color selection.

...Read more

Reviewed GarageCo Toys Yo Baby Kick Flipper Practice Board w/DVD (Black) ...

12 of 13 people found this review helpful

 Fun for my boys

January 08, 2011

My boys both enjoyed this Christmas gift. They've used it inside and outside in the snow. The only thing negative I can say is

that my boys can't be the only ones who will misuse it if trying to do tricks off step stools and their sister's rocking horse, lol. I

had to get pretty specific on the rules since they have the normal tween boy level of common sense.

...Read more
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Reviewed The Mysterious Benedict Society ... by Trenton Lee Stewart

1 of 1 people found this review helpful

 Wonderful book

March 31, 2009

I read often to my 10 year old son. This book caught my eye and my son had declared this and it's sequel his favorite books. It

is funny, clever, just an enjoyable story! I enjoyed the story as much as my son did!

...Read more

Reviewed Baby Signing Time Volume 1 DVD ...

 Fabulous DVD

February 03, 2007

I was exposed to signing time at MOPS and was intrigued. This was the first one I purchased for my 3rd child, who was 8 mths

at the time. I love, love, love this DVD. The songs are catchy, the whole production is entertaining, and it's helped all of us learn

some simple signs to do with our little girl. My 5 year old is particularly into this series and loves doing signs all over the place.

The baby, now one, loves watching the DVD and starts giggling as soon as it comes on. She has been doing several signs

since about 11 months. Can't say enough good things about this. Of the 3 I own (both Baby Signing time videos, and Everyday

signs) this is the clear favorite, but I've watched it quite a bit more than the other 2.

...Read more

Reviewed Bundle Me Lite - Navy ...

2 of 2 people found this review helpful

 Great, versatile product

February 03, 2006

As my child was due in late February and we live in Germany, which has what I consider (as a child of the Dakotas)a mild

climate, I was undecided whether I needed Bundle me or Bundle me lite. I decided to get both and was glad I did as my

daughter was born in late January instead in the middle of the one of the coldest spells since we've been here. I was also

thrilled to discover that the bundle me and the bundle me lite have compatible zippers, so you can zip the warmer bundle me

top on the cooler and less thick bundle me lite bottom, which is how we've been using it. She stays warm and comfy in our

cold car and on our daily trips outside to pick up her big brother at school. I haven't had any of the mentioned problems at this

point, and would consider it worth it's weight in gold to avoid the jacket/snowsuit battle, esp when they are not supposed to

wear those items in the car seat. I can see no safety problem in using it as both items are no thicker than a light jacket that

you would have to have on as a minimum on baby in this weather and then you would still have to be taking them baby and

putting her back in the car seat every time you wanted to enter and leave the car to put on the necessary warmer clothes. A

brilliant idea!

...Read more
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